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ECCLESIASTES  VII.  1. 


ilA  good  name  is  better  than  precious  ointment ;  and  the  day  of 
death,  than  the  day  of  one's  birth." 


T 


n 

HE  birth  and  the  death  of  men  hold  a  prominent  place 
in  the  history  of  their  existence.  Both  these  events  are  rendered 
memorable  by  their  peculiar  concomitants  and  results.  The  one 
is  distinguished  by  being  the  dawn  of  intelligence,  which  is  im- 
mortal in  its  being,  and  expansive  in  its  nature  ;  the  other,  by  be- 
ing the  obscuration  of  that  intelligence  from  all  sublunary  vision. 
The  one  is  distinguished  by  giving  a  distinct  subsistence  to  the 
body,  which  constitutes  the  temporal  residence  of  the  mind,  and 
the  organs. of  which  are  the  media  of  its  temporal  improvements 
and  developements  ;  the  other,  by  annihilating  the  organization  of 
the  body,  and  depriving  the  mind  of  its  wonted  abode.  The  one 
is  distinguished  by  originating  all  those  trains  of  events,  which 
relate  both  to  the  mind  and  the  body,  which  form  their  earthly 
story,  and  which  are  the  appointed  criterion  of  their  future  des- 
tinies ;  the  other,  by  bringing  all  those  trains  of  events  to  a  final 
close,  and  by  originating  other  trains  of  events,  eternal  in  their 
duration,  and  fixed  in  their  tendency. 

Between  these  two  events,  which  are  thus  distinguished  in  the 
history  of  human  life,  there  is  sometimes  an  affecting  and  mo- 
mentous contrast,  as  it  respects  pre-eminence.  This  contrast  uni- 
formly exists  in  the  cases  of  good  men.  It  is  stated  with  peculiar 
beauty  and  strength  in  the  theme  of  discourse.  "  A  good  name 
"  is  better  than  precious  ointment ;  and  the  day  of  death,  than 
"  the  day  of  one's  birth."  The  statement  in  the  last  of  these 
sentences  is  limited  in  its  application  to  the  subject  of  the  first. 
The  day  of  his  death,  who  possesses  "  a  good  name,"'  who  is 
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adorned  with  a  truly  evangelical  character,  is  better  than  the  day 
of  his  birth. 

The  text  evidently  involves  the  following  position — The  death 
of  a  good  man  is  more  desirable  than  his  birth. 

The  principal  topics,  suggested  by  this  position,  are,  the  pe- 
culiar characteristics  of  a  good  man,  and  the  superiority  of  his 
death  to  his  birth. 

One  characteristic,  peculiar  to  a  good  man,  is,  repentance  from 
sin.  The  clear  and  solemn  representations,  which  the  scriptures 
make,  of  his  native  sinfulness,  have  arrested  his  attention.  He 
has  compared,  with  meekness  and  docility,  the  original  with  the 
scriptural  portrait,  and  deeply  realized  that  portrait  to  be  just. 
He  has  found  the  word  of  God  to  be  powerful,  discerning,  with  in- 
fallible precision,  the  thoughts  and  designs  of  his  heart.  It  has 
laid  open  his  soul  like  a  two-edged  sword.  It  has  penetrated  the 
recesses  of  his  aifections  like  the  irresistible  lightning.  The  re- 
sult was,  his  sins  ,"  revived."  They  appeared  in  all  their  aggrava- 
tion. He  condemned  and  loathed  himself  as  a  transgressor.  He 
"  died"  in  respect  to  the  impenitent  life,  which  he  had  been  living. 
He  experienced  a  radical  amendment  of  heart,  practised  "  re- 
11  pentance  from  dead  works,"  and  turned  from  disobedience  "  to 
"the  wisdom  of  the  just."  Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  that  moral 
change,  which  every  good  man  has  experienced.  He  has  been 
"  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will 
"  of  man,  but  of  God."  Repentance  from  sin  is  a  peculiar  char- 
acteristic of  good  man. 

Another  characteristic,  peculiar  to  a  good  man,  is,  faith  in 
Christ.  Previously  to  repentance,  there  is  nothing  to  which  man 
is  a  greater  stranger,  than  to  faith  in  Christ.  Indeed,  how  is  it 
possible  for  one,  who  persists  in  impenitence,  and  labours  under  its 
guilt,  to  trust  in  "  a  just  God  and  a  Saviour."  Even  after  an  in- 
dividual has  practised  repentance,  unbelief  is  "  the  sin  which  doth 
"  so  easily  beset  him."  But,  though  not  "  already  perfect,"  he 
has  "  believed  to  the  saving  of  the  soul,"  has  exercised  that 
"  faith  toward  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  has  reposed  that  confidence 
in  him,  which  is  "  the  gift  of  God."  In  approaching  the  throne 
of  grace,  he  can  meekly  and  truly  say,  paradoxical  as  it  may  seem 
to  an  unbelieving  and  haughty  world,  "  Lord,  I  believe,  help  thou 
"  mine  unbelief."  Faith  in  Christ  is  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  a 
good  man. 


5 

Another  characteristic,  peculiar  to  a  good  man,  is,  evangelical 
obedience.  His  faith  in  Christ  "  is"  not  "  dead,  being  alone."  It 
is  a  living  faith — a  vital  principle  of  feeling  and  action.  It  dis- 
cerns the  spiritual  beauty  of  the  Divine  law,  and  "  works  by  love" 
with  reference  to  the  various  branches  of  duty,  which  it  inculcates. 
It  exerts  a  purifying  influence  upon  the  affections.  It  exhausts 
its  energy  in  destroying  the  idolatrous  attachments,  which  natural- 
ly prevail  in  the  mind,  and  achieves  "  the  victory  which  over- 
"  cometh  the  world."  It  cherishes  the  spirit  of  prayer,  sustains  a 
sense  of  obligation,  and  is  the  perennial  spring,  from  which  evan- 
gelical obedience  habitually  flows.  Its  possessor,  u  with  open 
"  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  is  changed 
"  into  the  same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  from  the  Lord, 
the  Spirit." 

Repentance  from  sin — faith  in  Christ — and  evangelical  obedi- 
ence, are  distinctive  qualities  of  his  mind,  whose  "  good  name  is 
better  than  precious  ointment." 

The  supei'iority  of  his  death  to  his  birth  may  be  illustrated 
from  the  following  considerations. 

At  death,  a  good  man  is  released  from  the  physical  evil,  which 
he  inherited  from  his  birth.  In  the  physical  evil,  which  the  birth 
of  man  entails,  are  comprised  all  those  sufferings,  which  relate  to 
the  body.  These  sufferings  are  numerous,  complicated,  and, 
sometimes,  severe.  To  make  provision  for  his  daily  wants,  man 
is  doomed  to  a  task  truly  appalling.  The  Divine  sentence  rests 
upon  him,  in  all  its  inflexibility  and  weight.  "  In  the  sweat  of 
"  thy  face  shall  thou  eat  bread,  till  thou  return  unto  the  ground." 
But  toil,  severe  and  unremitted,  is  not  the  only  evil,  which  the 
birth-day  entails  upon  the  body.  From  the  moment  it  com- 
mences existence,  it  contains  the  principles  of  decay  and  death. 
These  principles  are  gradually  unfolded  in  the  lesser  infirmities  of 
life.  They  appear  in  the  innumerable  diseases,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  which  the  lovely  bloom  of  infancy  withers,  the  glow- 
ing beauty  of  youth  fades,  and  the  elastic  vigour  of  manhood  de- 
cays. They  operate,  with  secret,  but  invincible  energy,  in  those 
fatal  maladies,  the  presence  of  which  is  indicated  by  the  rending 
convulsions  of  expiring  nature.  Ah !  it  is  true,  that,  from  his 
birth,  man  inherits  a  "body  of  death."  "  As  a  bowing  wall"  is 
he,  u  and  as  a  tottering  fence,"  under  the  incumbency  of  a  pon- 
derous weight  of  physical  evil,  till  "  his  breath  goeth  forth,"  and 
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"  he  returneth  to  his  earth."  That  moment  he  is  released  from 
its  heavy  pressure.  No  more  toil  is  requisite  for  the  support  of 
the  body.  The  principles  of  decay  and  death  have  exhausted 
their  strength,  and  their  work  is  done.  The  material  part  is  no 
more  afflicted  with  pain,  or  writhed  in  convulsions.  It  sleeps  in  the 
bosom  of  its  mother  earth,  unconscious  of  all  those  evils,  to  which 
it  was  subject  in  an  organized  and  animated  state.  Its  fatigues 
and  sufferings  are  merged  in  the  grave.  Such  is  the  contrast,  as 
it  respects  physical  evil,  which  exists  between  the  birth  and  the 
death  of  a  good  man. 

Again.  At  death,  a  good  man  is  released  from  the  moral  evil, 
which  he  inherited  from  his  birth.  In  the  moral  evil,  which  the 
birth  of  man  entails,  are  comprised  all  those  sins  and  sufferings, 
which  relate  to  the  mind.  It  was  the  Divine  constitution,  that 
fallen  Adam  should  beget  offspring  "  in  his  own  likeness,  after 
"  his  image."  Accordingly,  his  descendants  commence  their  moral 
existence  in  a  sinful  state.  They  are  "  conceived  in  sin,"  and 
"  shapen  in  iniquity."  "  They  go  astray  as  soon  as  they  be  born." 
They  possess  "  carnal  minds"  which  "  are  enmity  against  God." 
They  "  receive  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they  are 
"foolishness  unto  them;  neither  can  they  know  them,  because 
"  they  are  spiritually  discerned."  The  depraved  principle  of  ac- 
tion, which  naturally  exists  within  them, 

"  Grows  with  (heir  growth,  and  strengthens  with  their  strength." 

At  length  it  developes  itself.  Sinful  propensities,  restless  passions, 
unhallowed  words,  and  overt  transgressions,  are  the  unequivocal 
indications  both  of  its  existence  and  vigorous  operation.  It  is  this 
principle  of  action,  that  influences  men  to  "  reject  the  counsel  of 
"  God,"  to  "strengthen  themselves  against  the  Almighty,"  and  to 
"  run  upon  the  thick  bosses  of  his  bucklers."  It  is  this  principle 
of  action,  that  originates  those  mental  sufferings,  which  render 
them  "  like  the  troubled  sea,  when  it  can  not  rest,"  which  wound 
the  conscience,  lacerate  the  will,  and  rend  the  heart.  This  is  the 
legacy  of  moral  evil,  which  the  birth-day  entails  upon  man. 
Even  when  its  native  strength  is  broke,  and  its  possessor  "  is  a  new 
"creature,"  its  remains  cause  him  to  exclaim  in  bitterness  of  soul, 
"  The  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me,  the  poison  whereof 
"  drinketh  up  my  spirit."  "  For  mine  iniquities  are  gone  over 
"  mine  head ;  as  an  heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy  for  me." 


"I  am  troubled  ;  I  am  bowed  down  greatly  ;  [  go  mourning  all  the 
"  day  long."  But  from  all  those  sins  and  sufferings,  which  afflict 
and  agitate  the  mind,  the  good  man  is  released  at  death.  Since 
the  day  of  his  birth,  he  has  experienced,  through  the  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  renovation  of  his  soul.  He  that  begun  the 
"  good  work,"  hath  also  "  finished  it."  His  path,  from  the  mo- 
ment, he  was  made  " a  new  creature,"  has  been  "as  the  shining 
"  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day."  When 
he  is  "  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of"  his  "  departure  is  at 
"  hand,"  the  language,  which,  through  grace,  he  is  enabled  to 
adopt,  is  this ; — "  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my 
ff  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith ;  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me 
"  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge, 
"shall  give  me  at  that  day,"  when  my  body  shall  sink  in  the  arms 
of  death,  and  my  spirit  shall  return  to  God,  who  gave  it.  The 
moment  the  good  man  dies,  he  is  with  Christ  "  in  paradise."  His 
soul  is  released  from  all  its  sins  and  from  all  its  sufferings.  In 
robes  of  celestial  purity,  it  wings  its  way  to  the  mansions  of  the 
blessed.  While  surviving  friends  bedew,  with  their  tears,  the  sod, 
which  presses  the  corruptible  part,  the  gospel  whispers,  "  Blessed 
"  are  the  dead,  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth."  The 
harp,  which  death  had  muffled  in  sable,  inspiration  plucks  from  the 
willow, 

"  Td  blaze  those  virtues  which  the  good  would  hide." 


" In  air  the  trembling  music  floats ; 

"  And,  on  the  winds  triumphant  swell  the  notes  ; 
"So  soft,  though  high  ;  so  loud,  and  yet  so  clear, 
"  E'en  list'ning  angels  lean  from  heaven  to  hear." 

Such  is  the  contrast,  as  it  respects  moral  evil,  that  exists  between 
the  birth  and  the  death  of  a  good  man. 

Again.  At  the  death  of  a  good  man,  the  state  of  probation, 
which  originated  from  his  birth,  issues  in  a  state  of  confirmed 
purity  and  blessedness.  At  his  birth  he  was  introduced  into  a 
world  of  trial.  The  issue  of  the  trial  respected,  not  the  interests 
of  time,  but  the  interests  of  eternity.  Endless  life  and  endless 
death  were  presented,  as  objects  of  choice.  Thus  his  immortal 
destinies  were  laid  in  a  trembling  balance.  So  far  as  his  agency 
was  concerned,  the  interests  of  futurity  hung  in  awful  uncertainty. 
Inducements  to  rush  upon  death  stood  opposed  to  inducements  to 
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ehoose  life.  Which  would  prevail,  was  entirely  problematical. 
Would  the  clamours  of  an  heart,  bent  upon  destruction  silence 
the  admonitions  of  conscience  ?  Or,  would  the  voice  of  con- 
science pierce  the  clamours  of  a  rebellious  heart,  and  awe  them  in- 
to silence  ?  Would  the  swelling  tide  of  depraved  feeling  bear 
away,  in  its  course  to  perdition,  all  those  barriers  which  the  dic- 
tates of  the  judgment,  irradiated  by  the  beams  of  truth,  raised 
against  it?  Or,  would  the  dictates  of  the  judgment,  thus  irradi- 
ated, effectually  resist  the  sinful  propensities,  and  give  them  a 
new  and  a  better  course  ?  Alas  !  till  with  a  mysterious  hand,  God 
touched  the  conscience,  fortified  the  judgment,  and  turned  the 
heart,  the  good  man,  in  company  with  the  millions  crowding  the 
broad  road,  jeopardized  his  soul.  Even  after  Divine  power  and 
grace  have  thus  interposed,  he  "  finds  a  law,  that  when  he  would 
"  do  good,  evil  is  present  with  him."  Though  "  with  the  mind  he 
"  serves  the  law  of  God,"  yet  "  with  the  flesh"  he  serves  "  the  law 
"  of  sin."  Hence  he  "  is  scarely  saved."  It  is  with  great  difficul- 
ty, that  he  resists  temptations  to  evil,  and  triumphs  over  spiritual 
enemies.  The  conflict  is  severe.  It  is  protracted  to  the  very 
close  of  life.  It  is  only  when  he  meets  death,  that  he  encounters 
"the  last  enemy."  Though  in  this  final  comflict,  his  body  is 
lodged  in  the  grave,  yet  the  Divine  Redeemer,  full  of  tenderness 
and  grace,  does  not  suffer  his  soul  to  perish,  but  exalts  it  to  nobler 
realms. 

"  Death  gives  him  wings  to  mouDt  above  the  spheres  ; 
"Death  wounds  to  cure;  he  falls,  he  rises,  reigns, 
"  Springs  from  his  fetters,  fastens  in  the  skies, 
"  Where  blooming  Eden  withers  from  the  sight." 

That  moment  he  takes  possession  of  "  eternal  life."  Christ  re- 
"  ceives  him  to  himself,  that  where  he  is,"  the  disciple  "  may  be 
"  also."  "  And  there  shall  be  no  more  curse — and  his  servants 
"  shall  serve  him  5  and  they  shall  see  his  face — and  they  shall 
u  reign  for  ever  and  ever." 

.  Such  is  the  contrast,  as  it  respects  pre-eminence,  that  exists  be- 
tween the  birth  and  the  death  of  a  good  man.  At  his  death, 
he  is  released,  both  from  the  physical  evil  and  the  moral,  which 
originated  from  his  birth.  At  his  death,  the  state  of  probation, 
which  commenced  at  his  birth,  issues  in  a  state  of  confirmed  purir 
ty  and  blessedness.  "  A  good  name  is  better  than  precious  oint- 
"ment;  and  the  day  of  death,  than  the  day  of  one's  birth." 
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One  or  two  remarks,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  demand  at- 
tention. 

The  consideration,  that  the  death  of  the  righteous  is  better  than 
their  birth,  illustrates  the  proper  ground  of  mourning,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  dissolution.  In  such  cases,  the  proper  ground  of 
mourning,  respects,  not  the  dead,  but  the  living.  The  righteous 
experience  at  death,  a  perfect  and  glorious  emancipation  from  ■  11 
evil,  whether  physical,  or  moral;  whether  bodily,  or  mental.  By 
the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection,  Christ  has  plucked  from  death  his 
sting,  and  opened  the  gates  of  the  grave.  The  souls  of  the  right- 
eous shall  reanimate  their  bodies.  They  will  then  raise  the  song 
of  triumph,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting  !  O  grave,  where  is  thy 
"victory  !"  With  unutterable  emotions,  will  they  contemplate  the 
happy  and  glorious  consummation  of  their  probation  for  eternity. 
Mean  time,  being  "  absent  from  the  body,"  they  are  "  present  with 
"the  Lord."  No  intervening  cloud  darkens  their  vision  of  the 
Deity.  Jehovah  unveils  to  them  his  perfections,  in  all  their  beauty 
and  cloudless  splendour.  They  see  him  "  face  to  face."  In  de- 
lightful response  with- Seraphim  and  Cherubim,  they  celebrate  the 
praises  of  the  King  of  Zion,  "  clothed  with  a  cloud,  and  a  rainbow 
"upon  his  head  ;  his  face  as  the  sun,  and  his  feet  as  pillars  of  fire." 
Surely  the  death  of  the  righteous  comes  fraught  with  ineffable 
gain  to  them.  It  affords  no  proper  ground  for  mourning  on  their 
account;  but,  on  the  contrary,  furnishes  an  occasion  for  congratu- 
lation, far  more  precious  than  their  birth,  which  was  hailed  with 
joy.  The  consideration  that,  in  respect  to  the  righteous,  death  is  a 
most  propitious  and  glorious  event,  is  enough  to  cause  the  heart  of 
sorrowing  survivors  to  thrill  with  joy. 

Still,  in  respect  to  themselves,  it  affords  real  and  proper  ground 
of  mourning.  It  is  clearly  a  Divine  rebuke.  It  extinguishes  the 
light  which,  during  life,  the  example  of  the  pious  reflected  upon 
them.  It  suspends  the  prayers,  which  had  been  daily  offered  in 
their  behalf.  It  puts  an  end  to  the  counsels,  by  which  they  used  to 
be  restrained  from  vice,  and  stimulated  to  virtue.  It  brings  to  a 
close  those  cares,  through  the  sleepless  vigilance  of  which,  their 
daily  sorrows  were  soothed,  and  their  daily  joys  enhanced.  An 
event,  in  itself  so  adverse  to  their  temporal  comfort,  and  spiritual 
good,  may  justly  be  bewailed.  On  this  principle,  "  Jesus  wept"  at 
the  grave  of  Lazarus.  On  this  principle,  he  called  upon  his  disci- 
ples, in  view  of  his  expiring  agonies,  to  weep,  not  for  him,  but  for 
themselves,  and  their  children. 
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Again,  it  may  be  remarked,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  that 
when  God  removes  the  righteous,  he  calls  upon  survivors  to  copy  the 
peculiar  excellencies  of  their  characters.  Here  it  will  instantly  oc- 
cur to  all  my  hearers,  that,  to  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  we  have 
been  particularly  and  affectingly  called  the  past  week 

Mrs.  Amelia  Redfield  is  no  more.  Her  body  sleeps  in  the  bo- 
som of  the  grave.  Her  spirit,  it  is  confidently  believed,  has  joined 
"  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first-born,  whose  names 
"  are  written  in  heaven."  An  uncommonly  bright  and  attractive 
assemblage  of  constitutional  virtues  adorned  her.  She  was 
modest,  amiable,  and  retiring.  In  her  view,  the  domestic  circle 
possessed  more  and  lovelier  charms,  than  the  round  of  modish  par- 
ty. As  a  Christian,  she  was  more  distinguished  for  the  depth  of 
her  humility,  than  for  the  height  of  her  joy  :  for  the  caution  of 
her  self-diffidence,  than  for  the  presumptuousness  of  her  self- 
confidence  :  for  deploring  her  own  faults,  than  for  rehearsing  the 
faults  of  others  :  for  self-examination,  with  reference  to  personal 
improvement,  than  for  superficial  reading,  with  reference  to  per- 
sonal display.  Her  zeal  was  according  to  knowledge,  discriminat- 
ing as  to  the  objects  of  its  pursuits,  and  steady  as  to  the  ardour  of 
its  flame.  She  was  one  of  the  few  females  among  us,  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  consorting  for  prayer.  Such  were  the  propriety,  hu- 
mility, and  importunity  of  her  addresses  at  the  throne  of  grace, 
that,  through  their  medium,  her  associates  loved  to  make  known 
their  requests  to  God.  Her  charity  shed  a  mild  and  steady  lustre 
upon  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  day.  The  place  of  religious 
conference,  the  house  of  God,  and  the  communion  of  saints,  were 
her  delightful  and  profitable  resorts.  Duty  descried,  was  the  pole- 
star,  by  which  she  scrupulously  regulated  her  conduct.  So  consist- 
ently good  was  she,  that  where  she  was  most  needed,  she  was  best 
known,  and  most  valued.  Amid  the  severe  sufferings,  which  is- 
sued in  her  dissolution,  she  was  patient,  resigned,  and  serene. 
"  God  is  good,"  she  reiterated,  with  emphasis  and  delight.  Though 
sinking  in  the  arms  of  death,  she  "feared  no  evil;"  and,  under 
the  incumbent  pressure  of  its  hand,  her  spirit,  as  if  sainted,  seem- 
ed to  rise ;  and,  not  only  with  peace,  but  even  transport,  to  stretch 
its  views  beyond  the  grave. 

Such  is  a  very  brief  and  imperfect  sketch  of  the  character  of 
one,  whose  good  name  was  better  than  precious  ointment,  and  whose 
death,  we  make  no  doubt,  teas  better  than  her  birth.  "  And  I  heard 
"  a  voice  from  heaven  saying  unto  me,  Write,  blessed  are  the  dead, 
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"  which  die  in  the  Lord,  from  henceforth ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit, 
"  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labours :  and  their  works  do  follow 
«  them." 

To  the  mourning,  solitary  husband,  it  must  be  inexpressibly 
painful,  that  he  will  no  more  on  earth  behold  the  face  of  his  amia- 
ble, pious,  and  faithful  consort.  Her  sudden  and  deeply  inter- 
esting exit  must  have  occasioned  a  disruption  of  kindred  ties,  pecu- 
liarly tender  and  strong ;  and  his  affliction  may  be  fitly  compared 
to  "  a  wide  breaking  in  of  waters."  But  while  it  affords  suitable 
ground  for  mourning,  in  respect  to  himself  and  his  motherless 
children ;  yet,  in  respect  to  her,  it  is  quite  the  reverse.  Oh  !  what 
joy  must  thrill  his  bosom,  as  in  thought  he  follows  the  immortal 
spirit  of  his  much-loved  Amelia,  to  realms  of  cloudless  light,  and 
immortal  bliss !  May  the  virtues,  both  natural  and  moral,  which 
clustered  so  thickly  about  her,  be  the  pattern  of  his  imitation.  In- 
to his  own  character  and  life,  may  they  all  be  transcribed.  So 
shall  his  affliction,  "  light,"  when  laid  in  the  balance  with  that  of 
mourning  without  hope,  and  "  momentary,"  when  compared  with 
that  which  is  endless,  work  for  him  "a  far  more  exceeding  and 
"  eternal  weight  of  glory." 

Surviving  relatives  mourn  for  one  whom  they  tenderly  loved, 
and  whom  they  highly  and  justly  valued.  While  the  recollection  of 
her  virtues  enhances  the  sense  of  their  loss,  the  hope,  that  she  has 
made  an  happy  exchange  of  worlds,  cannot  fail  to  alleviate  their 
sorrows.  The  scenes  of  affliction,  through  which  they  have  pass- 
ed, if  rightly  improved,  are  admirably  calculated  to  wean  their  af- 
fections from  the  dearest  and  richest  earthly  objects.  Anxious 
should  they  be,  that,  on  the  one  hand,  they  may  not  "  despise  the 
"  chastening  of  the  Lord ;  nor,  on  the  other,  "  faint  when  they  are 
"  rebuked  of  him."  Insensibility  and  despondence,  under  the  Di- 
vine discipline,  are  opposite  extremes,  and  alike  unreasonable  and 
criminal.  They  should  seek,  therefore,  to  preserve  an  happy  me- 
dium between  them.  Unfeigned  humility,  and  cheerful  submis- 
sion, should  be  blended,  in  their  behaviour  under  this  deep  afflic- 
tion, and  be  allowed  to  reflect  upon  each  other  a  mutual  lustre. 
May  the  fruit  of  their  trial  be,  to  take  away  sin,  and  to  make  them 
the  "  partakers  of"  the  Divine  "  holiness."  May  they  all  comply 
with  the  affecting  and  solemn  call  of  God  to  imitate  the  peculiar 
excellencies,  which  adorned  and  sublimated  the  character  of  her, 
whom  they  can  never  recollect  without  a  painful  pleasure. 

This  stroke  of  Divine  Providence  falls  heavily  upon  the  church. 
It  has  removed  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments.     A  light  is  quench- 
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ed,  that,  with  its  charming  and  steady  beams,  irradiated  its  solemni- 
ties. Its  number  is  diminished,  and  an  inroad  is  made  upon  its 
beauty  and  strength.  May  this  heavy  loss  draw  from  the  lips  of  its 
surviving  members  the  prayer,  that  God  would  return  and  build  up 
Zion.  May  it  stimulate  them  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty  ;  to 
new  and  holier  exertions  in  tbe  cause  of  Christ.  May  the  serene 
and  joyful  death  of  her,  whose  loss  they  deplore  this  day,  lead 
them  more  highly  to  prize,  and  more  earnestly  to  seek,  the  purifica- 
tions and  consolations  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  May  they  obey 
God's  call,  in  her  removal,  to  copy  the  peculiar  virtues  which  ren- 
dered her  name  so  precious,  and  her  death  so  lovely. 

Let  all  present,  be  stimulated  to  preparation  for  death.  Without 
delay,  let  them  be  distinguished  for  penitence,  faith,  and  obedi- 
ence. Remember,  my  hearers,  O  remember  !  that  you  are  sus- 
pended between  two  worlds,  the  present  and  the  future,  on  a  brittle 
thread.  Without  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  righteous,  you 
will  soon  be  miserable.  If  3rou  are  destitute  of  these,  there  is  no 
time  to  be  lost,  before  you  set  about  their  acquisition.  Let  the 
time  past  suffice  to  have  wrought  the  will  of  the  flesh.  Seize  what 
remains  of  life,  for  the  momentous  work  of  preparation  for  death. 
Speedily  will  it  all  have  flown  away.  Soon  you  will  have  bid  an 
eternal  farewell  to  surrounding  scenes.  To  you  the  sun  will  no 
more  rise,  nor  set.  Around  you  the  winter's  tempest  will  no  more 
roar,  nor  its  chills  assail  you.  Upon  you  the  soft  breezes  of  the 
spring  will  no  more  breathe,  nor  its  varied,  and  exquisite  beauties 
open.  The  summer  will  no  more  present  you  its  golden  harvests, 
nor  replenish  your  stores  with  its  riches.  To  you  the  fall  will  no 
more  return,  as  the  harbinger  of  winter,  and  the  emblem  of  decay 
and  death.  But  all  nature  will  be  buried  in  the  grave.  To  this 
the  retributions  of  eternity  will  succeed.  Then  he  that  is  unjust, 
will  remain  unjust,  and  miserable;  and  he  that  is  holy,  will  remain 
holy  and  happy.  Thus  your  state  will  be  fixed,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Let  the  weighty  thought  sink  deep  in  your  minds.  Let  it  exert  a 
salutary  influence  in  moderating  your  earthly  desires  ;  in  reclaim- 
ing you  from  the  ways  of  sin  ;  in  stimulating  you  to  the  practice 
of  piety  ;  in  leading  you  to  adore  the  Divine  sovereignty ;  in  pre- 
venting your  repining  in  affliction  ;  in  exciting  your  confidence  in 
God  ;  and  in  fixing  your  eye  steadily  on  the  great  end  of  your  be- 
ing. So  shall  you  be  adorned  with  a  character,  that  is  better  than 
precious  ointment,  and  the  day  of  your  death  be  gloriously  pre- 
eminent to  the  day  of  your  birth.  AMEN. 


